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The University of Wales Institute of Classics and Ancient History, normally known as 

UWICAH comprises the relevant departments of the Universities of Swansea, Cardiff 

and University of Wales, Trinity Saint David. In November 2013 the first 

postgraduate conference of the Institute was held at Swansea University and was 

very successful. On the 15th November 2014, the second conference in the series 

was held, this time on the Lampeter Campus of the University of Wales, Trinity Saint 

David where the hosts were postgraduates from the Classics Department of the 

University.  

 

In the spring of 2014 a committee was formed from Classics postgraduates from the 

University of Wales, Trinity Saint David (henceforth referred to as UWTSD). This 

comprised four postgraduates – Jill Mitchell, doing a part-time PhD in Classics, 

David Allsop doing a part-time MA in Ancient History and Classical Studies, Susan 

Leybourne doing a part-time MA in Ancient Religions and Victoria Rotar who had 

already completed her MA in Classics. The majority of UWTSD’s postgraduates in 

Classics do their courses part-time and at a Distance and this was reflected in the 

makeup of the Organising Committee for the conference.  

 

We placed “Calls for Papers” for the conference in early August and on several 

subsequent occasions - on the theme of “Representation in the Ancient World” - on 

the relevant websites of the three universities involved, plus on the Classics 

Academic Mailing list organised by Liverpool University. A Facebook page for the 

conference was developed and a Twitter Feed established. These were the 

responsibility of David Allsop who is an IT professional. Unfortunately before the 

close of the “Call for Papers” on the 25th October Susan Leybourne had to regretfully 



withdraw from the Organising Committee because of health problems, so the three 

remaining organisers completed the remainder of the work for the conference 

between them. 

 

A total of fourteen papers were selected for inclusion at the Conference, four from 

UWTSD, four from Cardiff, three from Swansea, and one each from the Universities 

of Exeter, Ghent and University College London. We actually had one abstract 

submitted from a University in Sri Lanka but decided to reject this since the event is 

primarily for postgraduates at the three linked Welsh Universities and, after that, 

other British Universities. Out of the fourteen papers selected, thirteen were actually 

delivered on the day of the conference. The Organising Committee liaised with 

UWTSD’s Conference Department in making the practical arrangements for the 

event which was held over one day and took place in the Founders’ Library on the 

Lampeter Campus which was a very pleasant venue. Overnight accommodation was 

arranged for some of the delegates. The staff of the Classics Department in 

Lampeter were extremely helpful and we owe a debt of gratitude to them for all their 

help and support which made the conference go so well. On the day itself, one of the 

conference delegates helped man the reception desk as delegates arrived and were 

signed in and registered. This was much appreciated as was the good weather. 

 

After a group photograph, the conference opened with a short address from Dr 

Mirjam Plantinga, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Performing Arts. The day 

was then divided into four sections which each covered different aspects of 

“Representation in the Ancient World”, “Divinities and Heroes” and “The Christian 

Influence” in the morning; “Leadership and War” and “Gods, Language and 

Authority” after the lunch break. The Organising Committee took turns to introduce 

each group of delegates within their panels and to start and finish the proceedings.  

Each delegate delivered a paper of fifteen minutes with five minutes for questions 

and there was a morning and afternoon coffee break as well as an hour for lunch. 

The papers covered all aspects of “Representation in the Ancient World” with topics 

such as  



 Representation of the Divine including gods, goddesses and heroes within 

temples, sanctuaries, shrines including household gods 

 Representation of the divine and heroic in statues, mosaics, frescoes and 

vases 

 Literary representations 

 Imperial representations in sculpture, coinage, arches and columns 

 Representation in leadership and war 

The papers delivered covered the full time-span associated with the Ancient World 

from post-Homeric Greece, Archaic leadership in Ancient Greece and the 5th century 

BC Greek theatre then to  the Roman period with papers on early Latin language 

and the literature of the early Empire. There was also a very interesting and varied 

group of papers on early Christianity and finally a paper on Aristocratic 

representation in Late Antiquity.  They were all of a high standard and many were 

accompanied by suitable visual presentations. 

 

The Swansea Conference in 2013 interspersed the programme of papers with talks 

from suitably qualified academics on topics related to the Academic world and 

academic life. We decided to replicate this pattern which had helped to make the day 

in Swansea very successful. There was therefore a half-hour slot in the morning 

session called “An Academic Interview” run by Dr Kyle Erickson and Dr Magdalena 

Ohrman and another half-hour slot in the afternoon session devoted to “Academic 

Publishing”. The staff running these sessions gave us the benefit of their extensive 

experience in these fields. We also had the benefit of a very good PowerPoint 

presentation in the “Academic Publishing Slot” which had been given to the 

conference organisers by Dr Catrin Williams of the Theology Department. Dr 

Williams was unfortunately unable to be with us at the conference and this session 

was delivered in her place, but with the aid of the PowerPoint presentation, by Dr 

Kyle Erickson.  The general consensus from the audience with regard to these 

sessions was one of appreciation and the Organising Committee felt that these slots 

had been very successful. 

 



The conference started at 10 am and finished about 5 pm. After a very short 

discussion at the end of the conference on “The Nature of Representation in the 

Ancient World”, the proceedings ended with a short address given by Dr Kyle 

Erickson, Head of Classics. After a short break, about fifteen people ended the day 

at a very good local Indian restaurant. Everybody seemed to enjoy the day and the 

committee have subsequently been complimented by University staff on a 

conference that achieved its objectives, was well organised and has helped to raise 

the profile of Classics both in UWTSD itself and within the wider community of the 

UWICAH organisation. 

 

 


